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INTRODUCTION
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For the benefit of newcomers to meter-stamp collecting, it may be as’
well to give a few general explanatory notes. The following have been
written as relating to Great Britain, but with certain variations apply
to most countries.

First of all: A Meter Stamp is the impression denoting prepayment of
postage made by a franking machine which prints the "stamps" as required
(either directly on to the envelope, card, etc., or on to a gummed label
to be affixed to the item of mail) and records on a meter the amount that
has been expended They should not be confused with the "Post Paid" marks
applied by the Post Office to mail posted in bulk and prepaid in cash, as
these paid marke are applied by ordinary stamp-cancelling machines or by
handstamps without meter control.

The franking machines are used by commercial offices, local authorities
and the like, who may either buy or hire them from one of the authorised
manufacturers and obtain a licence for their use from the Post Office. At
one time the Post Office itself used a number of machines for Parcel Post
but all seem to have been withdrawn.

Although franking machines (mostly of the “perny in the slot" type)
were given official trials in Norway, Australia, New Zealand and the United
States during the early years of the 20th century and in Great Britain in
1912, the only country to adopt them on a comuercial scale was New Zealand
in 1905, until the U.P.U. Congress of 1920 sanctioned them for international
use. The U.S.A. licenced its first uachines in 1920, followed by India and
Great Britain (in that order) in 1922. Progress since then has been rapid
and there are few countries now in which franking machines are not used.

The complete meter impression censists of at least two, and often three,
distinct sections, which are from right to left :

(i) the Frank, showing the postal value and the name of the country.

(ii) the Townmark - sometimes referred to as the Date-stamp - showing the
place Ztown or city, county, etc.) and the date of posting; and

(iii) optionally, the Slogan, which may give the name and address of the
user of the particular machine, an advertisement of his products or
services, or, more rarely, a non-commercial design such as wording
(e.g. "PRIVATE" or "LONG LIVE THE CUsEN") or & design commenorating
a particular event, such as the Shakespeare Quatercentenary.

Besides the value and the name of the country, the frank includes an
Identification Number (machine number or licence mumber) which enables
the Post Office to trace the user of the machine.

Again, we must repeat that the foregoing definitions apply fully to
both Great Britain and to Eire, but in other countries variations in the
arrangements may often be found, these need not be described here.




